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Synopsis 
   

In 2002 I started my university career within the UNESCO Department for Business Administration 

(former Change and Enterprise Development Chair), Faculty for Business Administration and I have 

followed all the steps of the university career from assistant to professor, trying to continuously evolve 

from both scientifically and professionally. I had the opportunity to harmonise the scientific dimension 

with the professional and the academic ones such as to obtain a convergence of the main direction of 

my university career. The habilitation thesis represents a reflection moment on the main scientific 

achievements of my 17-year long academic career and I consider that my portfolio so far is mirroring 

constant activities in the dynamic university environment, which is trying to adapt to the international 

competitive university environment. During my career I have encountered people who played a 

significant role in my scientific and professional evolution. 

 The habilitation thesis has two main parts: 1) The evolution of scientific activity and 2) Future 

research and career plan. The keywords that mark my academic, and implicitly my scientific career, 

are: competition, education, convergence, and competitiveness. The main research directions 

presented in the paper are: 1) The role of competition culture in enhancing the competitiveness of the 

business environment and 2) Convergence models in European higher education. Future research 

combines the results of these two areas of interest and, mainly, reflects the importance of education for 

increasing competitiveness at an international level. All these elements harmoniously shape the career 

of the university faculty and marks maturity turning point at a stage when the accumulated knowledge 

and experience can be transferred onto students. 

 I graduated from International Business and Economics within The Bucharest University of 

Economic Studies and followed the Postgraduate Programme of the same Faculty with a major in 

Intra-European Transactions, and I obtained the Ph.D. title in 2007, majoring in International Business 

and Economics with the thesis titled “Major changes in competition structures within the Globalisation 

versus the regionalisation background”, having professor PhD Dumitru Miron as a scientific 

supervisor. Choosing the research topic was influenced by: Romania’s efforts of alignment to 

European Business EU Competition Policy, but also the accumulated experience within the 

Competition Council as competition assistant/investigator. The research results from the Ph.D. thesis 

were capitalised in the book “European Business Environment. EU Competition Policy”, ASE 

Publishing House, 2007 which is a useful tool for the European Business Environment course that I 

teach to third year undergraduates within the Faculty of Business Administration. This book was 

awarded the AFER Prize for economic literature in 2008.  

 The international experience gained from the First Summer School in Competition Policy and 

Market Regulation (Graduate School in Social, Economic and Political Sciences, Milano, Italia, 

September 2007) enhanced my interest for intensifying the research in the field of EU Competition 

Policy and its implication on the European Business Environment. 

 The passion for the competition area naturally influenced my post-doctoral research. 

Therefore, in 2007 I won the first PNII_IDEI titled Study regarding the importance of the competition 

culture for the competitiveness of the Romanian business environment on the EU single market”, 

project financed by Romanian National Council for Scientific Research (Contract no. 366-1.10.2007, 

project value 240485 RON, number of members in the project: 5). The main results of the project 

consisted in publishing scientific articles which were indexed in Web of Science (Factorial Analysis 

of the Correlation between Business Ethics and Anti – Competitive Behaviour on the Romanian 

Market, Journal of Economic Computation and economic cybernetic studies and research, 2011), 

chapters in international books  (Factorial Analysis of the correlations between competitive strategy 

and company’s characteristics: the case of Romanian business environment in The Changing Business 

Landscapes of Romania. Lessons for and from Transition Economies, Springer, 2013), and in journals 

indexed in international databases (Cartels in EU: study on the effectiveness of leniency policy, 



Management&Marketing. Challenges for Knowledge Society, 2013) or in volumes in of ISI 

Proceedings conferences (The anti-competitive risk in knowledge dynamics. The case of tacit 

collusion, The 2nd European Conference on Intellectual Capital, 2010; Companies predisposition to 

horizontal agreements modeled by neural networks, International Conference on Advanced 

Management Science) and a specialised book: Competition Culture in Romania, ASE, coordinator A. 

Dima, 2010. This book could be considered a useful instrument for the students studying European 

International Business, but also a useful instrument for the representatives of the business environment 

in competition matters. Some papers resulted from the project received international recognition: Best 

Presenter Award for the paper "The Anti-Competitive Effects of Entry Barriers on the Market: The 

case of Romanian Tobacco Industry", presented at the Economics and International Business 

Conference, Los Angeles, December 2008 and Best Presenter Award for the paper "The necessity of 

Competition Culture for Business Environment in the Context of the New EU Competition Policy 

Approach. The Case of Romania” got Best Presenter Award within The Economics and International 

Business Conference Miami, December 2007. The concern for the competition field was 

complemented by a practical experience as consultant in competition matters within a consultancy 

company specialised in competition: Competitions Consulting, alongside with my being author and 

member of the Scientific Board of the Competitions Review Journal. 

An adjacent research direction is the role of financial banking system on the business 

environment. The academic dimension is reflected in the book Banking for Business Administration, 

coordinator A. Dima (2012) written for the third year undergraduate students within the Faculty of 

Business Administration for the Banking Techniques and Operations, and it is a textbook compiled 

with the help of specialists in the banking field. The scientific dimension lies in the ISI Web of 

Science indexed articles (Operational Risk Assessment Tools for Quality Management in Banking 

Services, Amfiteatru Economic, 2009) or Credit risk modeling for companies default prediction using 

neural network, Journal of Economic Forecasting, 2016), papers published in ISI Proceedings 

Conferences (ANN Model for Corporate Credit Risk Assessment, International Conference on 

Information and Financial Engineering, 2009). The professional dimension is highlighted by a three-

year experience as analyst and head of section for the economic magazine “Piata Financiara”, where I 

had the opportunity to write various analyses and materials about the financial banking system in 

Romania and Romania’s European Union integration process.   

Another adjacent line of research, correlated with the analysis of competition and market 

structures is the one concerning the impact of regional development on the business environment and 

is reflected in ISI indexed articles (Models of the intra-regional trade influence on economic 

sustainable development in Romania, Amfiteatru Economic, 2010; Indexes of regional economic 

growth in post-accession Romania,  Romanian Journal of Economic Forecasting, 2009) papers 

published in the ISI Proceedings of international conferences (Regional development correlated 

indices in post-accession Romania, The 16th International Economic Conference – IECS, 200), to 

which I can add my participation as a member in the international project Specific Requirements for 

Managing Structural Instruments and Implications for Romania – Impact Studies II, coordinated by 

The European Institute from Romania financed by the European Commission within the PHARE 

Project  PHARE al UE RO 2002/000-586.03.01. 

The second main dimension in the evolution of the scientific career is represented by projects 

and papers related to higher education management and leadership, convergence in the European 

higher education. The scientific portfolio is mainly the result of another national project won through 

competition and financed by CNCSIS: PN-II-RU-TE-2009-1(TE) Multivariate analysis of the 

convergence in European Higher Education 2010-2013, having 4 members. The main results are 

represented by articles published in ISI indexed journals (A model of academic social responsibility in 

Transylvanian Review of Administrative Sciences, 2013), in journals indexed in international databases 

(A Structural Equations Model of Higher Education Convergence in Europe, in 

Management&Marketing. Challenges for Knowledge Society) or papers published in ISI proceedings 

conference volumes (A model of academic leadership, European Conference on Management, 

Leadership & Governance, 2016), chapters in books published by international publishing houses 

such as IGI Global (Harmonization of the funding mechanisms in European universities (2013); 

Challenges and Opportunities for Innovation in Teaching and Learning in an Interdisciplinary 

Environment, (2012)) or Springer (the chapter Multivariate Analysis of EU Convergence in Higher 



Education Services in Exploring Services Science. Lecture Notes in Business Information Processing, 

2017). The results of the project are cumulated in the book Handbook on Research on Trends in 

European Higher Education Convergence (2014), having A. Dima as sole editor (IGI Global). This 

handbook is the reflection of an international collaboration of authors and members of the scientific 

committee coming from various universities in EU or the USA. 

 The participation as member in the project directed by Nicolescu, L., “Evaluation of higher 

education efficiency in The Bucharest University of Economic Studies” resulted in publishing a book 

at the ASE Publishing House, but also ISI Web of Science indexed articles such as The Quality of 

Educational Services. Institutional case study from the Romanian Higher Education (Nicolescu & 

Dima, 2010), Transilvanian Review of Administrative Sciences. This article has 11 citations in Web of 

Science. Other articles and papers have analysed the education internationalisation process (Trends in 

the internationalization of European higher education in a convergence, Management & Marketing. 

Challenges for the Knowledge Society, 2016; Higher education reforms in Eastern Europe. A 

Hungarian-Romanian case study, Management & Marketing. Challenges for the Knowledge Society, 

2012). 

 My international prestige is confirmed by my membership in the editorial board of the Journal 

of Global Entrepreneurship Research edited by Springer and my membership in the scientific 

committee of various international conferences such as International Conference on Business 

Excellence and European Conference on Intellectual Capital (ECIC) – being ISI proceedings indexed, 

but also being a member in national professional associations such as Society for Business Excellence, 

and also international professional associations such as International Association for Research in 

Income and Wealth, and  International Association of Computer Science and Information Technology 

(IACSIT).  

 Starting 2012, I am editor-in-chief of the international scientific journal Management & 

Marketing, Challenges for the Knowledge Society, classified B+ by CNCSIS and indexed in more than 

20 international databases (Emerging Sources Citation Indexed – Web of Science, Scopus, Cabell’s, 

Index Copernicus, CEEOL, EBSCO, RePEc, DOAJ, Ulrich and ProQuest, etc.) and published by De 

Gruyter German Publishing House 

 I am founding member and vice-president of the professional association Society for Business 

Excellence, and starting 2016 I am the president of the International Conference on Business 

Excellence (ICBE). The 10th edition (2016) resulted in a ISI Proceedings Volume (Tantau, A. Dima, 

M.A, Hadad, S.). The 11th edition (2017) which has reunited more than 100 participants and 11 

sections, and resulted in the publication of an ISI pending indexing volume, published De Gruyter. 

The results of the conference show a dynamic increase in the number of papers and also a considerable 

improvement the internationalisation process contributing to augmenting the international prestige of 

the faculty, and, implicitly, of the university.  

 The research project Triple helix international university cooperation in scientific research by 

providing support to journals and conferences, director Dima, M.A (2016) had the role to foster 

conference internationalisation of the by prestigious guest speakers participation and volume 

publishing by De Gruyter . 

 Throughout the years I was intensively involved in the administrative activities of the 

UNESCO Department for Business Administration. As a consequence, in 2011 I became the 

Department Director and in 2012 I was elected as a member in the Faculty Council and a member of 

the Senate of The Bucharest University of Economic Studies. Further on, I will devote my activity to 

developing research projects meant to involve future Ph.D. students, department and university 

colleagues in order to position our faculty as a benchmark in the business administration field both 

nationally and internationally.   

 


