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- Abstract - 

 

 

This habilitation thesis is aimed at obtaining the official qualification certificate in the field 

of Business Administration, and in support of this planned professional objective I further provide 

my main arguments.  

Drafted in accordance with the legal requirements (OMEC no. 5229 / 17.08.2020), the 

present cumulative habilitation thesis entitled “Entrepreneurship in the context of demographic 

changes and local and regional development” is based on my previous research, translated into a 

substantial amount of significant publications (articles, book chapters, etc.) and participations in 

relevant scientific international and national projects. The thesis displays the main interdisciplinary 

topics around which I have built my academic career, especially after getting my doctoral degree. 

It is also the outcome of my strong commitment to accumulating rich research and teaching 

experience and to building the appropriate skills and competencies required for an outstanding and 

fulfilling academic path.  

The habilitation thesis unfolds on three main directions: relevance of the selected 

researched entrepreneurship-related subjects, to the targeted domain – Business Administration; 

synthesis of significant scientific outcomes of performed original pieces of research in the field; 

further professional developments in my academic career.  

The first component of my habilitation thesis is developed around the broad approach on 

entrepreneurship, as a major source of economic, social and cultural value creation. Emerging from 

both individuals and groups, entrepreneurship, a key component of business administration 

domain, is rightly considered the driving force of the modern market economy. From this 



perspective, the introductory section of my thesis emphasizes some of the most relevant aspects: 

conceptual delimitations in the field of entrepreneurship; its major role in economic development 

as well as in increasing the competitiveness of a region, including specific ways to measure the 

amplitude and the dynamic of the entrepreneurship complex phenomenon; social cascading 

benefits induced by entrepreneurial activities. In the context of major demographic changes, 

different types of entrepreneurship have emerged, supporting the efforts for a more coherent and 

inclusive regional and local development. Various facets of these reshaping processes and their 

intertwined links with business administration are pointed out in the thesis.  

In this context, the second section, the most consistent of my habilitation thesis, provides 

evidence on my successful research efforts, as well as on national and international opportunities 

that I’ve managed to explore and exploit, in order to enhance my professional experience and 

improve adequate competencies and skills.   

My research activity is characterized by specific features: variety of topics strongly 

connected to the field of entrepreneurship (e.g.: entrepreneurship in the context of “longevity”/ 

“silver” economy, immigrant entrepreneurship, returnee entrepreneurship, entrepreneurship in 

connection with local and regional development, etc.); diversity of types of research (based on 

both quantitative and qualitative methods, on exploratory and explanatory aims, on inductive and 

deductive approaches, on primary and secondary data sources, etc.); innovative approaches 

proposed on new or under researched subjects bringing contributions to the existing literature in 

the field, but also with high societal relevance and strong practical impact; research work carried 

out, mainly in teams of specialists in the investigated areas, from Romania and/or foreign countries 

(e.g.: USA, Italy, Turkey); continuous preoccupation for research results dissemination through 

high impact means, such as presentations at national and international conferences, publications 

in highly ranked journals (in Web of Science - Clarivate Analytics), in books (as chapters) issued 

by prestigious publishing houses (e.g.: Edward Elgar, Palgrave Macmillan, Springer) and books 

in the targeted areas of specialization; integration of newly generated knowledge into the courses 

and seminars that I teach and into a vertically integrated project for students (the FRESHconsult 

Project), in order to improve entrepreneurial education.  

The habilitation thesis includes pertinent details regarding each of my top ten published 

articles in highly ranked scientific journals, as a relevant proof of my research skills and ability to 

write scientific papers.  



The third section of my habilitation thesis is focused on further professional developments 

in my academic career. The entire development plan is structured around three main pillars, 

namely didactic, research and scientific. Specifically, this section highlights the main 

achievements in the evolution of my career, as well as the major goals associated with each pillar. 

Examples in this sense might be represented by my concerns to further improving my teaching 

activity by inserting immersive learning techniques and bridging the gap between academia and 

the Romanian business environment, through the FRESHconsult Project; to graduate from the 

English Master Program – “English Language Education and Research Communication for 

Business and Economics”; to set new priorities for research spin-off themes; to build cross 

disciplinary research teams, by including national and international members; to properly 

capitalize on my research by publishing the results in highly ranked scientific journals, etc. 

This habilitation thesis also underlines the positive impact of identified and exploited 

professional opportunities, like powerful orientation and openness towards international 

professional experiences that has materialized in being accepted as Visiting Scholar at Jönköping 

International Business School, Jönköping University, Sweden (2020), University of Amsterdam, 

The Netherlands (2019) and University of Bari Aldo Moro, Italy (2015). This provided me the 

possibility to further successfully expand my professional network and to set the basis for future 

collaborations with transdisciplinary and intercultural teams and experts in the field of 

entrepreneurship. At the same time, the thesis outlines my strong ability to work in teams of 

national and international research projects and my profound involvement in integrating advanced 

methods in all my teaching activities built on my interpersonal skills, effective communication 

ability, effectiveness and efficiency, etc.  

 The list of references (developed in accordance with the Harvard Reference System) that 

concludes the habilitation thesis, includes various types of sources such as articles published in 

scientific journals, books, chapters in published books, reports of institutions and organizations, 

etc. 

 All the arguments mentioned above motivate me to submit this habilitation thesis, 

considering that I meet the standard requirements, in terms of experience, skills and competences 

necessary for the habilitation degree, convinced that I can bring a contribution to the development 

of doctoral studies in the field of Business Administration. 

 


