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Summary 
 

 

 The common denominator of the candidate`s educational and scientific activities has 

pursued and continues to pursue inter-disciplinarily and trans-disciplinarily favouring, by 

identifying areas of scientific or non-scientific concern within the public sector, connected 

with the neo-institutional origin approaches, theory of transition social systems, limited 

rationality theory, and with elements of political science, sociology, psychology and public 

decision theory. Scientific expertise and concern for developing methods, techniques and 

tools for assessing the quality of public policies and institutional construction resulted in a 

series of critical analysis of existential paradigms, epistemic and actionable, in order to test 

related issues of sustainable economic growth, sustainable human development and quality of 

public decision. 

 The concept of efficiency in the public sector had to be embarked on a general 

framework for multidimensional analysis of public policy process, as a political strategy 

involving specific values of a civic community in a participatory democracy. 

 The present Habilitation thesis summarizes some of the candidate's (LOBONȚ 

(Gheorghescu) Oana-Ramona) research activity, after defending the PhD thesis within the 

West University of Timişoara in December 2009, as confirmed by the Minister of Education 

and Research, by the Minister of Education and Research Order no. 3492/23.03.2010. 

 Selected activity is considered relevant in terms of importance and originality, being 

developed on three thematic directions: 

 (1) Highlighting public decision-making environment and analyze the ways and 

mechanisms of transmission of the effects of public decision on socio-economic structures and 

mechanisms; 

 (2) Identify constraints and understanding identity values that taking part in the Euro-

Atlantic construction can induce towards an emergent socioeconomic system as that of 

Romania`s; 

 (3) Development of methodologies for assessing the quality, efficiency and 

sustainability of public policies and empirical testing of the robustness of the proposed 

methodology; 



 It may be noted that the orientation of teaching and research activities was focused and 

continues to be targeted on the Romanian society, in which all the economic, social, political, 

civic elements have experienced a new dynamic in trying to adapt to present conditions. 

Theoretical assumption that emerged throughout the research activity is that public decision-

making mechanism, within institutional context, can only be consentaneous continuous 

performance, open and transparent of the institution to enhance the democratic image of a 

political power. 

The research directions continue the research work developed by the candidate within 

the PhD thesis, under the scientific coordination of Professor Ioan TALPOȘ, PhD, West 

University of Timişoara, defended in the PhD thesis "The incidence of tax on gross domestic 

product and its effects in Romania". Also, the research was continued within the Postdoctoral 

School in Economics, after winning in the competition a scholarship under the "	   Post-

Doctoral Studies in Economics: training program for elite researchers - SPODE", financed by 

contract no. POSDRU/89/1.5/S/61755. The postdoctoral dissertation paper, entitled "The 

economic effects of the current political system in Romania" was scientifically developed 

under the scientific coordination of Professor Marin Dinu, PhD, Academy of Economic 

Studies. 

Internships research and documentation trainings spent Universitẻ des Sciences et 

tehnologies de Lille, Facultẻ des Sciences Ẻconomiques et Sociales, Villeneuve D' Ascq - 

Citẻ Scientifique, Lille, France, University Paris Dauphine, Paris, France, University of 

Nevsehir, Nevsehir, Turkey, Università degli Studi di Cagliari, Cagliari, Italy, University of 

Amsterdam, Amsterdam, Holland, respectively University CHE of Holland, have offered the 

candidate a modern perspective on curriculum development so as to improve, restructuration 

and modernize the scientific content of offered courses and the way in which scientific 

research should be carried out. 

The first two parts of Section I of the Habilitation thesis are devoted to the 

presentation of the main scientific results, both published as well as those developed by 

national and international research projects. 

Published scientific contributions in prestigious journals oriented towards knowledge 

development in the public sector are grouped into three sections, specific to the three thematic 

directions correlated and oriented towards highlighting the impact that the quality of public 

decision may have on the economic performance of a societal system which is undergoing a 

structural, functional and institutional reconfiguration as that of Romania`s, with the accent on 

the causalities and effects of public decisions: 



 (1) Contributions in order to highlight the decision-making environment and ways 

and transmission mechanisms of the effects of public decision on socio-economic 

structures and mechanisms: 
A key assumption of the perspective from which the candidate has chosen to approach 

the Romanian decision-making environment law in interpreting public decision as a 

collectivized decision, based on imperfect and incomplete information, subject to specialized 

expertise under uncertainty. Reporting to the Romanian society contextual constraints 

(electoral pressures, hierarchical reporting, negotiation, and competition) explains both 

intentional history of political decision arising from opinions, preferences or desires, and the 

ways in which they influence the outcome of the decision and quality of governance. 

Highlighting the decisional environment in terms of governance quality was based on 

clear and predictable distribution of powers between the fundamental institutions of the state, 

the degree of citizens` involvement in the political system through equity and fairness in the 

legal system construction and public policies implementation and not least by responsibility, 

prudence and decisional transparency. Sizing the quality of governance in the context of 

economic growth in Romania has assumed its interpretation in terms of performance, quality 

and governance efficiency, but in the European context, because this is the only way this 

concept can be used as a model in comparing economies and inefficient political bodies with 

economies and viable political bodies. 

Considering two different research methodologies, panel data estimation techniques, 

namely the Random Effects Model and the factor analysis framework, one must conclude that 

under certain conditions, improvements to the design of public institutions, well-conceived 

and implemented policies, and increases in the accountability and credibility of public 

authorities can boost economic output. The effectiveness of public policies, the efficiency of 

various law enforcement mechanisms, including the protection of property rights and the 

control of corruption, and the involvement of citizens in public decisions, all contribute in a 

cumulative fashion to the creation of a growth-oriented social environment.  

(2) Contributions in order to identify constraints and understanding identity values 

of the socio-economic Romanian system: 

 Demarcation at the level of fundamental methodological assumptions was useful 

within the undertaken research approach, which considers that political systems actors are 

both institutions and individuals, political behaviour being thus explained by adjustments to 

the desires, aspirations, interests and identity reports. Positioning research has considered the 

relationship between facts and values, defined in a comprehensive manner, covering culture, 



norms and ideologies, and individual judgments. Therefore, translating culture in the 

universe of actions taken by public authorities has emerged as the central point. 

Correlation of political institutionalization processes in the sense of stability, social 

desirability and their consistency over time, with increasing economic efficiency and social 

governance and cultural contexts in which a given community manifests has ingrained a 

larger degree of objectivity to the proposed research direction. 

Using statistic methods of correlation and multivariate statistical analysis, such is 

cluster analysis; we found that national cultural practices influence the institutional 

environment, which in turn has an influence on macro-social variables. The approach of E-

Government adoption and implementation in relation to the cultural/geographical variables, 

identified as significant variables, was analyzed from the point of view of two theoretical 

perspectives: endogenous growth theory and institutional theory, for the four region of EU. 

Moreover, in the context of sustainable development, identifying and understanding 

the identity values represented a challenge to our country, as part of the Euro-Atlantic 

community and active participant in the European construction in a complex, dynamic 

conflict world. Therefore, the analysis of conditions, limitations and contemporary trends in 

fragile situations in their four dimensions: political, security, economic and social, for 

Romania, has emerged as a necessity. 

Although resonating with an optimistic vision and hoping for institutional reforms to 

streamline decision-making, but being conscious of the corrupted society we live in, we have 

considered as being necessary the rediscovery of traditional values. Unfortunately, the 

strategic essence of political correctness finds various manifestations, such as doctrinal 

constructions resulting from ideological alliances provided by certain common objectives, 

legitimating that resonates with visual or civic patriotism deficiencies, values and social 

groups’ frustrations with serious character weaknesses. Therefore, research has been directed 

towards the analysis of the major determinants of models based on evidence of flawed 

society, with both economic and social implications, and interrelated: the level of crime, 

namely social inequality issues that vary in shape and intensity along the political-economic 

cycle. 

Such an approach can serve to raise awareness of the implications and institutional and 

regulatory risks derived from a degraded society, in which the flawed behaviour is both a 

cause and a consequence of imbalances and social and economic turmoil. 

(3) Contributions to the development of methodologies for assessing the quality, 

efficiency and sustainability of public policies: 

 The issue of efficiency, quality and sustainability of public policies represents a widely 



debated approach both in the scientific community, and especially in decision-making 

process, because throughout public policies, the state intervenes in the economic and social 

activity, thus changing reality in the desired direction. Therefore, we have found in the 

position of identifying not only the transmission channels of public decision, but of 

investigating which of these are most effective. The research direction was priority focused on 

fiscal policy, given that it was based on significantly more pronounced adjustments in the 

level and structure of tax levies against public spending cuts, with the aim of maintaining 

budgetary short-term balance. Addressing the Romanian economic reality in a logical manner, 

a comprehensive analysis of the impact of fiscal policy on real output on the grounds of a 

methodology based on Kalman filter with time-dependent parameters, had to be made 

considering the monetarist view. 

 Undoubtedly, however, beyond the internal restrictions order, the general direction of 

a public policy can be influenced by public opinion; therefore, the economic policy 

conditionality approach focused on the identification of the tax policy and electoral cycles, 

simplifies and governs the decision making in certain periods of time. In this regard, for a 

greater degree of objectivity in undertaken research, correlating public policy on stability, 

social appropriateness and consistency over time with the cultural contexts in which a 

political community occurs and the related values was fully necessary. 

 The methodological innovation of the research, using non-parametric Mann-Whitney 

test, correlation analysis and ordinal qualitative models is that we have exploit whether 

Romanian fiscal policy or monetary policy is more effective in influencing growth, in the 

electoral context. 

 Undertaken research projects in order to develop research, human potential and 

research infrastructures have been developed in national, regional and international level 

partnership and aimed to highlight the asymmetric interrelationship between government 

efficiency and economic growth and performance. 

The third part of Section I is devoted to presenting the highlights and professional and 

academic contributions and include professional and academic work, focused on four areas: i) 

educational activity, outlined in the ongoing training, plus the pedagogical design 

improvement, restructuring and modernization of the scientific content of the taught subjects, 

ii) research, holding the decisive role in the knowledge dissemination, iii) administrative 

activity, but at the level it comes to support real possibilities of development and funding 

research by obtaining funding projects for the development of the institutional framework and 

research teams, namely the development and accreditation of study programs and iv) 

operationalization of professional prestige. 



Perspectives for evolution and professional, scientific and academic career development, 

outlined in the second section will address the scope of the public sector, investigating the 

propensity: 

Ä existential epistemic and action paradigms, to test the related issues of sustainable 

economic growth, sustainable human development and governance quality;  

Ä identifying and highlighting the methodologies for analyzing public policies able to 

predict their consequences; 

Ä analysis of institution building and the role of the state in relation to the economy, 

through the Parliament, President, courts, bureaucracies, and municipalities and 

through the form of organization and expression; 

Ä identifying the interest in public decision through the behaviour of primary agents, 

voters, politicians, public administration staff; 

Ä highlighting improvement possibilities of current public policies from a long-term 

perspective and ways to ensure continuity of these policies beyond the political cycle; 

Ä identifying new transmission channels associating changes in public policy 

configuration with economic and social effects; 

Ä formulating proposals for institutional development that take into consideration not 

only the demands derived from the current structural, institutional and functional 

characteristics, but also externalities induced by the perspective of deepening the 

degree of integration in the policy institutional and EU decision-making architecture; 

Ä discovering and application of moral concepts in the field of public relations and 

practices, by identifying the individuals` behaviour in their actions, being themselves 

rational maximizers of utility; 

Ä orientation and adaptation of the analysis of the effect of public policies directed at 

regional level, in order to monitor and investigate regional competitiveness; 

Ä identifying the correspondence between the development of the clusters, the 

competitiveness of regions or countries and the effectiveness of public policies 

targeted on cluster configurations. 

Contributions to the development of field literature, developed in order to increase the 

reputation and competitiveness in the academic and international scientific world and the 

visibility of research results, as reflected in a series of scientific publications and research 

projects developed in the public sector, on the specified levels, will be marked by the 

candidate`s own methodology of obtaining, aggregation and research data based on panel 

econometric models, factor analysis, binary choice and VAR respectively seasonal forecasting 

methods, comparing methods: X-12 ARIMA, TRAMO/SEATS, Holt-Winters exponential 



adjustment,  Box-Jenkins method. The candidate will also consider qualitative methods of 

investigation, analysis of convergence type, models investigating various areas of addiction, 

but also a series of simulations, scenario studies and impact assessment. To this scope, the 

candidate will continue to extend both the direction of research and research coordination and 

research opportunities, developing skills and research skills of young research teams, along 

with prospective students, master and PhD students. 

Reference List closes the current Habilitation thesis, a structure that considers the list 

of general references and the candidate`s own publications, achievement within the period 

2011-2015. 
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