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ABSTRACT 

The habilitation thesis with the title "Economic research in the field of tourism and 

sustainability" highlights the contributions scientific, abilities and the didactic and research 

performances of the author in order to obtain the certificate of qualification in the field of Business 

Administration. 

The habilitation thesis reveals, in a documented manner, the most important professional 

achievements obtained, after the conferment of the title of doctor in economics, proving the 

originality and relevance of the academic, scientific and professional contributions, anticipating 

an independent development of the future research and university career. 

Since a person's career is determined by the totality of actions, choices, changes followed 

throughout life, and this depends to a great extent on social experiences and educational ones that 

precede or accompany it, the thesis makes assessments regarding the didactic and scientific activity 

of the candidate that can generate and support future directions for the development of the 

university career.  

Evolution of the academic, professional and career in two sections scientific as well the 

main directions of its development, in the global context of the significant and current scientific 

achievements in the specialized field of the author of the habilitation thesis, but also the candidate's 

ability to coordinate research teams, to organize and manage didactic activities, to explain and 

facilitate learning and research. 

During the 29 years of experience at the Bucharest University of Economic Studies in, the 

didactic activity was constantly supported by the scientific activity, both being necessary for a 

higher education teacher. 

The first part of the habilitation thesis is dedicated to section I, entitled The main 

professional and scientific achievements on disciplinary or interdisciplinary thematic directions, a 

section developed in 3 chapters. 

In the first chapter, entitled Professional and academic experience, a short personal 

biography is presented, in order to give a sense of the candidate's personal and professional 

development in the academic framework and how it left its mark on the career in terms of 



perspectives, points of interest view on publications and didactic philosophy, establishing a 

framework in which the following chapters will be presented. 

In the second chapter, analyzing the published scientific results or the professional 

achievements made public by the candidate in scientific research, after the conferment of the 

doctorate title, in May 2001, the research activity followed two major directions that 

interpenetrated in many of the published works, respectively tourism and sustainability in tourism 

and services. 

The second chapter presents the scientific achievements of the author, being divided into 

two subsections that detail the contributions by fields of specialization, respectively (1) Research 

directions in the field of tourism; (2) Sustainability in Tourism and Services. The thesis mainly 

presents articles published in Clarivate indexed international journals Analytics, with AIS above 

0.15 and a notable number of citations, as well as several other works published on the mentioned 

topics. 

The first thematic direction identified, namely research in the field of tourism, is based on 

the research of the tourist behavior of young people through the lens of the effects of the combined 

psychological characteristics of risk-taking and sensation seeking, but also models for determining 

and improving the quality of services and their applicability in tourism. 

This direction is supported by papers published in journals and at conferences indexed in 

recognized international databases (Elsevier, Clarivate). 

As for the second direction, the sustainable development of human society as a whole is a 

major worldwide concern, currently taking on new dimensions. 

The concept of being "green" touched the spirits and lifestyles of those who wanted to live 

"naturally". The year 2000 brought about a profound change in the way the world understood these 

connections, and in 2006, with increased global awareness, a veritable green wave of awareness 

spread across the globe. Since then, the concept of "green" has evolved from a modern concept to 

responsibility. The color green has spread more and more, from products and packaging to 

attitudes and shares. (Stănciulescu and State, 2012) 

Studies presented are elaborated in the context of the current problems of tourism and 

services, addressing the existing scientific aspects on a national level and international. Through 

these works, the author believes that she has contributed to the development of theory and practice 



in the field of tourism and services, representative works for the identified direction being 

published in recognized international databases (Elsevier, Clarivate).  

Green Consumerism is being discussed and ecological citizenship, but also taking into 

account the European Green Deal that addresses climate and environmental challenges and 

proposes a new growth strategy that aims transforming the EU into a fair and prosperous society 

with a modern, competitive and resource-efficient economy, with no net greenhouse gas emissions 

in 2050 and where economic growth is decoupled from the use of resources, the topic is very 

actual. 

After completing her doctoral research, the candidate oriented her scientific activity in the 

direction of scientific debates and publicity in the field of tourism and services, fields in which he 

trained and evolved in the last 34 years. The public support of numerous scientific communications 

should be noted and the publication in specialized magazines of several cited articles as also results 

from the list of works, CV and from the verification sheet. 

The scientific activity is supported by the publication of several specialized books and 

some studies in the volumes of some scientific events, in some of them being the sole author, and 

in others having the quality of first author/co-author. 

In 2002, she was involved in international research carried out in 11 countries with the 

theme "The Relationship between Risk-Taking, Sensation - Seeking, and the Tourist behavior of 

young adults". In the research for Romania, he was the only Romanian author. The results of this 

research were concentrated in an article published in the "Journal of Travel Research", a journal 

that has an impact factor of 10.508 over 5 years in 2021, is indexed Clarivate Analytics in Quartile 

1 (red area) in the field of HOSPITALITY, LEISURE, SPORT & TOURISM (AIS 1, 844), 

sponsored by "Tourism and Travel Research Association", 3/42, published in February 2004. 

SAGE Journal online: http://jtr.sagepub.com/content/42/3/251.short, article with over 424 

citations in Google Scholar. 

In 2021 was involved in an interdisciplinary research team formed by Abraham Pizam ; 

Ahmet Bulent Ozturk _ Adela Balderas-Cejudo ; Dimitrios Buhalis ; Galia Fuchs; Tadayuki Hara; 

Jessica Meira ; Raquel Garcia Mercedes Revilla ; DEEP Sethi ; Yes Shen ; Olympia State ; Ahmet 

Hacikara ; Suja Chaulagain , a collective of 13 authors, from University of Central Florida and 

California Polytechnic State University, USA; University of Oxford and Bournemouth University 

in the UK; Ben-Gurion University of the Negev , Israel; Universidad a Distancia de Madrid, Spain; 

http://jtr.sagepub.com/content/42/3/251.short


Institute of Management Kozhikode, India and the candidate from ASE Bucharest have come 

together to carry out global studies that will be published in the following years. The first article 

was published in 2022 with the title Factors affecting hotel managers ' intentions to adopt robotic 

technologies: A global study, in " International Journal of Hospitality Management ", Elsevier, 

with an impact factor of 10.512 over 5 years, is indexed Clarivate Analytics in Quartile 1 (red 

area) in the field of HOSPITALITY, LEISURE, SPORT & TOURISM (AIS 1,601 in 2021), the 

habilitation candidate being the only author in Romania.  

The candidate has published, from 2008 until now, 9 (nine) articles in the Amfiteatru 

Economic magazine, which has an impact factor of 2.304 in 2021, magazine with AIS 0.231 in 

2021 both in the field of Economics and in Business in Web of Science. The articles can be found 

in the list of works and are presented in the thesis selectively and synthetically through the prism 

of the proposed theme. 

In the third chapter, the author's ability to coordinate research teams is highlighted; 

research and related projects, a synthetic presentation of the main projects that the author 

coordinated or collaborations within national / international teams was made. 

In the more than 20 years since the presentation of the doctoral thesis, an important role 

has returned to the work within research contracts, being involved in several complex projects. 

The research carried out within the projects represented a source of new knowledge and 

information, which were exploited both on a didactic and scientific level (part of the projects with 

European funding being accredited as research projects in ASE, as they also had components of 

research). 

Section 2 presents the career development plan. The thesis highlights the research 

directions already initiated and the future development plan. 

In conclusion, the entire activity of the candidate corresponds to the profile for which it is 

evaluated, and the didactic activity and scientific background allows him to have a personal and 

creative approach to research activities, i.e., the previous career goals have been met and can 

constitute premises to generate and support the future stage in the career, namely that of a doctoral 

coordinator university professor. 


