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The first research theme that I have approached at the beginning of my academic career revolved 
around corporate reporting and financial statements’ preparation. I next advanced within the 
research field following the new information needs that the companies were facing within the 
changing business environment from economic towards sustainability. Created as a result of the 
newly acquired awareness of stakeholder accountability, new reporting models have emerged, both 
in accounting theory and practice, suggesting the beginning of an accounting procedural revaluation, 
aimed at stressing its social significance. 

Due to complexity of sustainability issues and to the holistic means required to approach them, my 
research work, after completion of the PhD thesis, consists in a transdisciplinary approach that 
recognizes the necessity of a new accounting model leading toward advanced forms of decision and 
responsibility in order to create a communication bridge between the entity and its stakeholders 
(customers, suppliers, governmental agencies, employees’ families and special interests’ groups): 
accounting for sustainability. Accounting for sustainability is a vehicle for linking typically discrete 
and insular functions of the corporation - finance, marketing, research and development - in a more 
strategic manner.  

The data coming from accounting literature, accounting settlers’ requirements and entities’ 
experience are gathered, analysed and interpreted in order to bring to light an underlying coherence 
and sense for the new perspective of reporting: corporate social and environmental disclosure. I 
would venture to suggest that the financial statements considered under the instruments of traditional 
accounting must be reconfigured in a larger context under the subtle influence of sustainability 
attractors. 

To achieve this end, I organised this thesis in three main parts.  

In the first part of my thesis, I present a review of my research articles conducted on multiple 
aspects of accounting for sustainability, from reporting and performance measurement perspectives 
towards corporate strategy and education approaches. This section starts with an Introduction that 
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presents the context of the current concept of accounting for sustainability, the objective of my 
research, the research methods that I used and the theories underling the range of my research work. 
Fundamental concepts used in accounting for sustainability research and practice are discussed in 
order to ensure uniform terminology for this thesis. 

The section Accounting for sustainability: archival review of international and Romanian literature 
has as purpose to outline the status of development in accounting for sustainability literature and to 
establish the main trends adopted by high ranked international accounting journals and Romanian 
researchers. The research presented in this section is consistent with the social and environmental 
accounting research that has emerged as a significant part of the contemporary accounting research 
literature. We combine archival study and literature review, based on the view that these two types 
of research support one another for better answer to our purpose. Its critical goal is to bring the 
reader up to date with current literature on accounting for sustainability topic and forms the basis 
for the future research that may be needed in this area. The findings of our literature review validate 
that the accounting for sustainability is a researchable work field. For more than forty years, as the 
attention to the social and environmental dimensions of business activities has increased, 
considerably research on accounting as a social and institutional practice has developed. However, 
we acknowledged that the concern of integrating social and environmental factors into traditional 
financial reporting and performance measurement is gaining acceptance nowadays.  

In the section Reconsidering accounting information: a sustainability reporting perspective, I 
synthesized multiple research articles, papers and projects in order to promote the need for 
reporting’s improvement to support stakeholders’ confidence. Referring to the empirical studies 
conducted along my research activity I present, analyse and debate on the most used sustainability 
reporting standards, as resulting from companies’ activity. Results show that there are significant 
differences in voluntarily application of guidelines, principles, certification, and assurance non-
financial standards. Next, using econometric modelling, possible associations, between the quality 
of social and environmental disclosure and the size of the company, are tested. Results signal an 
upward trend of pushing companies to provide to their stakeholders, comprehensive, integrated, and 
certified information on sustainability of their activities. The stakeholders’ needs and requirements 
are the main determinants for companies to expand the unilateral reporting process, creating support 
for the development of dialogic communication, as a tool for knowledge transfer. A critical analysis 
for various aspects to which they address and a discussion of those aspects are conducted in the 
context of usefulness to stakeholders. My findings contribute to the research by exposing the way 
sustainability-related aspects published by an entity are identified and quantified, in order to be 
included into financial statements, annual reports and corporate social responsibility reports. Future 
trends support the development of a single set of standards for reporting social and environmental 
aspects in order to ensure the comparability and reliability for the stakeholders.  

The section Research incentives towards sustainable corporate strategies, extends the discussion to 
various perspectives of performance measurement: costs in sustainability accounting, repositioning 
the corporate performance measurement from sustainable development perspective, sustainable 
intellectual capital – a new performance measure for corporate strategy, and risk reporting in 
sustainable corporate strategies. Discussion and conclusion highlight the main findings in this area 
and the contribution of my research. Within this section I provide a critical analysis of current 
knowledge in the field of accounting recognition and measurement policies and procedures, leading 
to a conceptual clarification of externalities, as costs induced by sustainable development principles. 
We proposed the expanding of conventional costing model to an eco-costing model able to generate 
costs compatible with the sustainable development objectives, to integrate new resources, as 
intellectual capital in the decision-making process, and new constraints, as sustainability-related 
risks for corporate strategies. A fundamental inductive research is conducted to identify the 
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theoretical and practical difficulties for the recognition and measurement of externalities, intellectual 
capital and risks in accounting for sustainability.  

In Environmental – economic modelling of macroeconomic sustainability performance, I broaden 
the discussion towards the macroeconomic approach of accounting for sustainability. The first 
objective of this section aims to encourage a new and wider research framework regarding the 
implications of economic policies’ use on consumers’ perception. Using econometric analysis 
supported by a rigorous literature review, we study possible correlations between the performance 
of electricity market, renewable resource consumption, consumers’ behaviour, the influence of 
economic environment and economic development. The results indicate that the early stage of 
renewable energy use and the prospect of influencing the consumer behaviour in a way to increase 
the market performance, through the development of strategies oriented towards sustainable energy 
consumption, may have a positive impact on companies’ responsibility towards sustainability. We 
contribute to research by concluding that consumers’ empowerment stimulates competition, raises 
efficiency and rethinks companies’ strategies for environment sustainability. The second objective 
of this section addresses the leading role of European energy consumption’s targets and their 
implications on the emerging countries. The investigations on the causality relationship between 
energy consumption and GDP detail the energy consumption by sources. Towards this objective, a 
three-step analysis is performed: stationarity, cointegration and causality tests are considered. The 
empirical study shows mixed results. There is a balance in confirming conservation, growth and 
neutrality hypotheses. In some specific cases results imply that energy consumption and economic 
growth are jointly determined. However, a comparative analysis for different significance levels 
draws attention on the differences in judgment of results for this type of studies. Debates on adapting 
EU macro-environmental policies to microeconomic environment conclude this section and 
contribute to the enrichment of the research field. 

Knowledge transfer of sustainability policies and practices to accounting education addresses a 
comprehensive approach by integrating my research and innovative proposals in academic and 
economic environment. The unpredictable and extremely competitive global market puts a great 
pressure on companies and expanded the role of the accountants to include vision, adaptability and 
ability to address sustainability issues. The prime responsibility of economic universities is to adjust 
curriculum to meet these demands. This section presents a qualitative research aimed to discuss the 
drivers of change in the accounting education for sustainability, by reference to multiple levels: 
accounting profession, companies (businesses), and academic pool (with both research and 
pedagogical components). The research serves to highlight that all participants to the sustainable 
development have to be brought together to provide a valuable platform for dialogue, sharing and 
stimulating sustainability practice. A discussion on the organisation and the projection of a strategy 
in developing the economic education towards sustainability in higher economic education in 
Romania is another contribution of this section. 

Next, the section European and international sustainability experience integration in the business 
environment of emerging countries. Evidence from Romanian companies debates on a number of 
research questions drawn from previous fundamental research conducted on accounting for 
sustainability. We advance proposals for emerging countries by developing a pilot questionnaire 
projected to capture the companies’ interest in presenting and managing sustainability-related 
information through corporate reports. This helps to launch certain debates with regard to the 
principles, concepts and forms of reporting and performance measurement for sustainability. Our 
findings for Romanian companies highlight measurable and non-measurable, but relevant 
information to be considered in a future accounting for sustainability framework.  

Finally, the Final conclusions and future trends section summarises the most important finding and 
the contribution of my research. The main contribution of my research activity, presented in this 
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thesis advances new lines in accounting research by confronting two perspectives: the international 
one, where practices and instruments of accounting for sustainability can be found in organizational 
culture on a large scale, and a national one, where companies are still focused on simply using 
corporate social responsibility campaigns to address corporate reporting. Our research team sets the 
basis for a theoretical framework designed on multiple approaches: institutional and practical, 
present and future, possible and impossible for the accounting community’s perception level. 
Debates and arguments on the case of Romanian companies accompany our proposals in order to 
add value and utility to the research results.  

My research supports the development of a qualitative leap in research with long-term effects, both 
economic and academic, by developing an interdisciplinary research related to accounting, 
management, environmental, education and economic fields. 

In the second part of my thesis, I provide a short description of my managerial experience in 
accounting for sustainability research, from the perspective of my contribution within four nationally 
granted projects: Research regarding reassessment of financial reporting in the light of risk and 
uncertainties generated by contingent social and environmental factors (project manager); 
Integrated research on the correlation of Romanian economic and academic reality with European 
environmental policies and sustainable reporting requirements (project manager); Research, 
development and innovation in social and environmental accounting related to the policies and 
procedures used in the recognition of global warming eco-costs in Romania (project member); and 
Green accounting - transdisciplinary strategies towards social environmental accounting (project 
member).  

The third part of my thesis addresses my career development plan, based on my prior academic 
and research experience in corporate reporting area. The long-term objective of my career 
development is to contribute to generating transdisciplinary knowledge within the academic 
community by advances on academic curriculum, innovative educational materials in the researched 
field, and also by promoting border-line research (organising social and environmental accounting 
panels, as a part of international conferences). 

 


