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ABSTRACT 

 

The current research revolves around the identification of the elements of economic 

thought within the Social Doctrine of the Catholic Church, the thesis forming an epistemological 

approach of economics in the context of the social thought of catholic origins. In this context, the 

elements of economic thought that have been expressed among time, either by Christian-democrat 

economists, either through the socio-economic messages and concerns of the Church of Vatican, 

have been subscribed to the conceptual framework of ecomenics. 

The steady concern of the Catholic Church spiritual leaders related to industrial and 

technological progress, and to the new systems of social organization, and the development of 

global market beginning with the end of the XIX century, culminated with the establishment of 

the Social Doctrine of the Catholic Church (SDCC) in 1991. This social magna charta of the 

Church enounces motivations, justifications, rights and responsibilities by the virtue of which the 

Vatican may intervene in the socio-economic scope, either directly – in its capacity of state and 

international cult institution - either indirectly, through its followers that adhere to its teachings. 

Considering the social and economic dynamics, such an undertaking gives rise to an 

interdisciplinary challenge, in this scope, the current thesis resorting to approaches of 

philosophical sciences – logic, epistemology, metaphysics, hermeneutics, religious philosophy – 

in order to render the SDCC accordingly to the arguments of economic thinking. 

Drawing from this inquiry, the thesis brings about the opportunity of an ecomenic thinking 

within economics; in fact, it is about a slightly different thinking from that of certain economic 

systems that seem to transform the economic subject into a material or ideological object, 

removing features of individuality or natural resources sustainability from the economic 

computation.  In this context, a possible solution resides in the economic discernment, materialized 

in an economic enculturation. For it appears the question of the practicability of a doctrine, the 

thesis presents the setting of the Economy of Communion – an approach to business that builds 

both on classical and social entrepreneurship – having its roots in the economic discernment 

proposed by the Social Doctrine of the Catholic Church.  
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- SUMMARY-  

 

 

The main objective of this research is to discover the elements of economic thinking within 

the Social Doctrine of the Catholic Church (SDCC). This is a scientific approach at the level of 

economic doctrines, theories or paradigms, more precisely at the level of the epistemology of 

economic science. All the economic thinking that the PhD student discovered within the Vatican's 

messages, actions and concerns related to the evolution of economics were put under the 

conceptual sphere of the term ecomeny (P.C. Bradu & S.V. Petre, 2016). This concept pervades 

the economic science through the dimension of the cultural economic research at a global level 

which is brought by the "requirement of interdisciplinarity in the specifics of knowledge, research 

and practice in the social and humanist domain" (E. Dinga, 2016b). The etymological acceptance 

of the concept at scientific level was of gnoseological order, based on a logical conceptual 

ontology. By deductive reasoning and certain forms of analogy, a hermeneutics of this economic 

theory is being developed, calling for dialogue, communion, and collaboration between the 

currents of economic thinking, based on the philosophy of economic sciences (cf. A.A. Popovici, 

2014a & 2014b). 

The preoccupation of Catholic spiritual leaders related to industrial, and technological 

progress of man within new social systems and the development of the global market from the end 

of the nineteenth century, materialized in the key year of 1991 in the Social Doctrine of the 

Catholic Church. This social magna charta of the Church forms justifications, motives, rights, and 

obligations by means of which the Vatican can intervene directly, as a state, and international 

religious institution, or indirectly, through its followers, who adhere to its teachings in the social 

sphere, but with crossings also in the political scope, and the economic science, as it shall be 

attempted to be shown in the following lines.  

Given the fact that this research also represents an interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary 

methodological challenge, the present thesis resorts to certain results of the philosophical sciences, 

such as epistemology, metaphysics, hermeneutics, religious philosophy, gnoseology, ontology, so 

as to put up conjectures, crossings, and reasoning of economic scope. 



The methodology of this thesis will gradually shift from a constructive dialectical method 

of elaboration of an economic meta-theory, through analyses and logical methods, to a descriptive 

methodology that will follow certain results in the economic phenomena. This approach also seeks 

to lead to deeds, practical economic actions, such as the application of the economic worldwide 

project of the Economy of Communion in the last 25 years, although this thesis will situate itself 

at the level of theoretical arguments, such as the doctrinal scaffolding of Ecomeny.  

The way towards an economic doctrine that maintains a balance between the extreme 

liberal and social visions has been strengthened over the last two centuries by historical events, 

but also by research that tend towards the ecumenical vision proposed in this thesis. Many studies 

and economic activities have maintained the principle of selfishness as the main stimulus of homo 

oeconomicus, but provided that through his activity, he shall no longer affect other subjects and 

the ecological environment, and on the contrary, there shall initiated business and economic 

systems that facilitate all that the spectrum of sustainability supposes. 

The Christian vision of economic sciences, in particular that of the SDCC, which has 

developed over the last century, motivates the laity's involvement in economic and political life 

(conf. CV II, 1999: Lumen gentium1). Even if it takes a risk in which Catholic leaders have been 

involved in times of social crisis, proof being his history of involvement in the sphere of society, 

the case of Spanish, Portuguese fascism, and even East European countries during the communist 

era. However, the success of the European Union project of the last century, at the foundations of 

which have been Christian social ingredients, motivates a preoccupation of the Catholic Church 

through its Social Doctrine in the sphere of world economy. The economic outcomes of its 

directions, through the case study of the Economy of Communion world project and of Socio-

Economic Prescriptions, are the subject of the present research, which is aimed at strengthening 

an economic paradigm, developed by the author in 2016, under the name of Ecomeny. 

Subsequently, in 2017, the PhD candidate, in his international research articles and studies 

found that this prospect of using the concept of ecomenics was also addressed in the Brazilian 

economic context of Armando Dias Mendes, in 1993, in a chapter entitled "Breve itineràrio dos 

ecossistemas à ecopoesia : Achegas para o seu traçado"2, within a volume of economic thought set 

up in three parts under the title "Para pensar o desenvolvimento sustentàvel"3 (M. Bursztyn, 1993) 

and developed it in a later work entitled "A casa e suas raízes: ensaios em economia, ecologia e 

ecomenia"4 (AD Mendes, 1996). From his paradigm, a number of bio-economic and economic 

ecology perspectives have emerged in the South American economic environment, as highlighted 

                                                           
1 "Light of nations" a.t. 
2 "Brief ecosystem route to ecopoiesis: Support for this route" a.t. 
3 "Thinking of Sustainable Development" a.t. 
4 "The house and its roots: Essays in Economic Studies, Ecology and Ecomeny" a.t. 



in the recent research "Innovation under the Bioeconomy context in Brazil" (AL Leao et al., 2017: 

97-116) and in a Norwegian essay of natural philosophy that cites his work, "Besinnelse"5 (H. 

Kolstad, 2007). However, all these perspectives of the authors mentioned in the last paragraph are 

in line with the ecological and economic values and perspectives issued by the SDCC in the last 

century, and are not excluded from this conceptual sphere, but the concept of ecomeny, in the view 

of the doctoral student, would exceed the ecological dimension and the socio-environmental one, 

proposed by the Brazilian author. AD Mendes failed to develop and promote it in the international 

academic environment, as recently was mentioned, in 2017, when other Brazilian researchers 

brought in attention this concept which they want to develop, claiming that this should be the way 

of economics through ecology (AL Leao, I. Cesarino, S. Narine, M. Sain, 2017: 11). Mendes starts 

the conceptual construction from the Greek etymology of oikos - similar to the economic and 

ecological science - which, at the very beginning, means the "house" and from menes, that gives 

the interpretation of path, the Greek way, and thus concludes that ecomeny would represent the 

"the way of home environment" (AD Mendes, 1996 in AL Leao et al., ibidem). 

For the logical justification of the doctrinal concept proposed in this thesis, ecomeny, one 

can resort to the rationale of the primordial principle, which by this concept argues that the prime 

cause of human economic activity cannot be profit or capital, but something that transcends them, 

namely the teleological aspect. Therefore, the purpose by which the economic subject uses profit 

or any form of capital for the home-welfare, the place where the person comes from and where he 

returns with the capital that he has obtained. 

Concepts represent the last logical reality, everything that is beyond them or how they are 

created, is not tied of logical reality (see N. Ionescu, 1993: 225) but of philosophical aspects, 

namely metaphysical or hermeneutical ones. Thus, the concept of ecomeny will be verified by 

logical instruments, to find whether it has direct contact with reality and if it has practicability in 

the economic sphere. This concept was put up at a metaphysical level, inspired by the Social 

Doctrinal dimension of the Catholic Church. Through hermeneutics, an economic interpretation at 

the level of economic doctrine will be achieved. Furthermore, through various logical reasoning 

and economic tools, connections with macroeconomic reality can be made. 

The logical approach gives significant scientific character to this research as it presents an 

objective perspective on reality. More specifically, if we arrive to logical knowledge, this is 

acquired as a permanent sign for all subjects and forever. However, it is known that conceptual 

realities are relative (that is, they may change over time due to other scientific approaches or 

discoveries), but when operating with them, they must have this functional approach of 
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permanence (see ibidem: 226). If this functional quality is not obtained then, they come out of the 

logical sphere, implicitly out of the scientific sphere. 

By syllogisms and not by inductive reasoning, certain qualities of the objects that will be 

included in the sphere of this concept will be known (see ibidem: 194). It has been mentioned that 

induction methodology will be avoided because beginning with objects or accidents to find the 

concept is a methodologically difficult process. Induction is specific to empirical sciences, which 

start from experiment, observation and accidents, in nature, to find conceptual explanations. In 

addition, the relativity of induction was already shown, as it can be related to a probable and 

present experience (see ibidem: 201). However, this is not an inconvenience in rigorous scientific 

analyses based on the experiment. It is also happening in the social, economic sphere, but they can 

produce ideological attributes. 

Economics, in the current global context, with an impressive and complex multicultural 

system, through the economic model of ecomeny, seems to need an enculturation of the principles 

within logical researches and economic methodological knowledge in various social systems (see 

P.C. Bradu, I.E. Alexandru, A. Tașnadi, 2017). Thus, the economic meta-theory and the economic 

model proposed in this thesis, "ecomeny", and respectively, "Economy of Communion", are the 

results of the economic thinking elements derived from this phenomenon of "enculturation" drew 

from the Social Doctrine of the Catholic Church and applied in the research activities of 

economics, but also in the phenomena of global economic policies. 

The concept proposed in this thesis – ecomeny - can be a meta-theory based also on the 

etymological hermeneutics of this word, which puts the current capitalist man in his natural 

environment, giving him the teleological perspective of his economic actions when he has left his 

home.  

The bio-economic dimension of oikos - the house from which man evolved, according to 

the idea taken from J. Antonio Garcia SJ, has two dimensions: the first, home, the communion of 

family, not only of relatives, but also of friends and community; and respectively, the household, 

the workshop in front of the home (J.A. Garcia, 1985). According to the hermeneutical ecomenical 

meta-theory, the "home" should be the teleological aspect of each economic action of the subject 

from the "household". 

Leon XIII has a phrase expressed in the Rerum novarum6 encyclical, which will be a 

mobilizing perspective for building up the future Social Doctrine of the Church, namely, "each 

family is part of the Commonwealth" (Leon XII, 1891, vatican.va). So, the family itself is, in the 

prospect of a new bio-economy, launched by Roegen last century, the primary human resource 
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and the primary cause for obtaining capital. Therefore, in the perspective of ecomeny, irrespective 

of economic, political and social interests in obtaining different forms of capital, this must not 

sacrifice any family on this globe because it will cause invaluable opportunity costs and jeopardize 

the goodwill and security of its own society. In the hermeneutics of ecomeny, migration, refugees 

and terrorism are bio-economic reactions to certain causes of political, economic and social interest 

of the great powers, or to ineffective, unfair management of common wealth at global level, which 

have destroyed families in their environment, where they lived for so many generations. 

It is obvious that the environment of the economic process is part of the natural 

environment that is included in it, being generated and maintained by it. And the sustainability of 

the economy as a whole is in fact the "structural - functional integration of the economic 

environment into the natural environment" (E. Dinga, 2009: 102). And the economic actor, 

according to the vision of ecomenics, as coordinator of the economic process, should not allow by 

this process the degradation of the natural environment or of any other subject. 

How could this be done? For example, it may reside in the following slightly complex 

economic model, and put into practice by actors who assume the ecomenic spirit: according to the 

profit-making characteristics that do not affect the principle of sustainability, within the model, 

the profit is divided 10% for environmental rehabilitation or ecological actions; 10% investment, 

entrepreneurial education, civic, scientific, personal development, 10% social action to combat 

poverty, NGOs, associations, and worship organizations that have such activities. And the rest of 

the profit remains at the entrepreneur's purpose for his own business or personal interest. This 

percentage increases the level of trust at society and business level. The level of trust resulting 

from the concern for the other members of society and for the environment in which it develops, 

as Arianna Dina showed in an economic model presented at the Bocconi University of Milan in 

her research dissertation in social economy, is one who stands at the basis of the development of 

the civil economy within a society, and in which it can involve almost all its members, regardless 

of the skills, competences and the environment or origins, be it from outside the community (see 

A. Dina, 2010). This reduction in corruption, due to the level of transparency, reduces the level of 

crime. 

From the research it also resulted a definition of the Ecomeny concept: economic theory 

with elements of Christian social thinking that promotes a spirit of capitalism focused on 

combating poverty through education and entrepreneurship in a sustainable way, in an 

ecological protected environment. 

The limitation of a rational attitude of the capitalist spirit, analysed by Weber, is given by 

the fact that those who are entangled in this spirit are so engaged in entrepreneurial activities that 

they give a purpose to their lives that "man is made for business and not business for man" (M. 



Weber, 2003: 56). Slightly disagreeing with this vision, John Paul II in the encyclical Laborem 

exercens7, states that "while it is true that man is destined and called to labour, labour is first of all 

‘for man’, not man ‘for labour’ ” (J. Paul II, 2008: 114). But the German economist agrees that 

this is a rather unreasonable attitude, especially among those who have a permanent success, and 

are attracted to this "charm". Because this success gives them some self-confidence, social status, 

a winning spirit (see M. Weber, ibidem). 

This supremacy of man, to the detriment of his work, as business or enterprise, or as a work 

activity, is an important part of the vision of Ecomeny. That is, the business or work itself must 

not exist as a goal but as means. Then, in order to realize, in an ecumenical perspective, a 

conjecture between the economic capitalist vision and the Catholic social doctrine, we can admit 

the following logic assertion: The economic subject can become an economic object for 

another subject, as long as the latter respects all the specific qualities of subject. 

As a result of this research, this ecomenic thinking of economic science, which is not the 

third way between capitalism and socialism, as is considered the social market economy proposed 

by the German economists, but an economic theory of regulating the economic systems, which 

transform the economic subject into a material or ideological object, eliminating other subjects or 

natural resources in order to consecrate such theories. A solution proposed by the ecomenic theory 

is the need for an economic discernment, not just rational, but also with ingredients of intentionality 

or voluntarism. This discernment is also useful if there is a desire for the expansion of an economic 

system that is efficient in some societies, so a result of this subjective economic approach can 

materialize through an economic enculturation. 

In this research, the PhD student has discovered a global economic model that embodied 

this ecomenic paradigm for more than a quarter of century, called the Economy of Communion, 

being influenced in its sustainability both by the Catholic social prospects and by the results of 

economic science, implementing the importance of any economic subject to be integrated in 

community, and extracted from the various forms of poverty, anywhere in the world, conducted 

with economic discernment in view of economic enculturation, especially in underdeveloped 

countries, which take account of ecological requirements, even if they involve investing higher. 

The 2016 Economy of Communion Report, 25 years after implementation, has established the fact 

that this economic model is in the methodological dimension of the application of the ecomenical 

paradigm, being inspired and initiated by the social dimension of the Catholic Church with a 

concern for the global common good, with the application of the principles of solidarity, 

subsidiarity and protection of the common house of humanity. 
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