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Summary 

The aim of this thesis is to analyse scientific research performance form the perspective of 

bibliometric indicators in the context of higher education area in Romania in social sciences. 

More specifically, the present research has the following objectives: 

 to offer a detailed analysis on the quality of the main Romanian scientific 

journals in social sciences form a bibliometric perspective; 

 to investigate the relevance of the Impact Factor computed by Thomson ISI as 

a quality indicator of research in this area; 

 to study bibliometric indicators from other international databases in order to 

assess whether or not they can be used as indicators to measure quality and 

performance of scientific research in Romania; 

 to analyse bibliometric indicators’ relevance (especially the H-Index) in 

measuring scientific performance of young researchers; 

 to compare bibliometric indicators used in assessing young researchers’ 

performance with alternative metrics; 

 to analyse bibliometric indicators’ relevance in assessing universities 

performances from the perspective of young researchers’ performances. 

Through its objectives, the paper presents a three level analysis of bibliometric indicators’ 

relevance in assessing research performance in social sciences in Romania: individual, at 

researcher level, at institutional level and systemic, by assessing main scientific journals in 

the field. The analysis is useful for policy makers in research and education area in order to 

design a suitable framework for allocating research funds. Also, it is useful for universities’ 

managers, as it offers a clear image of higher education institutions in Romania from the 

perspective of the main assessment instruments used at international level. 

The paper is structured in 5 chapters as follows: 

 Research performance in social sciences beyond the Impact Factor: 

comparative case study between Romania and Hungary. This chapter aims to offer a 

detailed analysis on the quality of the main Romanian scientific journals in social 

sciences form a bibliometric perspective; also, its purpose is to investigate the 

relevance of the Impact Factor computed by Thomson ISI as a quality indicator of 

research in this area and to propose a more suitable assessment method for the 

scientific context in Romania.  



 Evaluating research impact in economic and social sciences in Romania from 

the perspective of bibliometric indicators in 3 international databases. This chapter 

aims to study bibliometric indicators from three international databases in order the 

best one that measures quality and performance of scientific research in Romania. 

 Using H-Index in evaluating young researchers’ scientific performances. This 

chapter presents an analysis of research and development area in Romania in order to 

set the context where young researchers do their activities. Next, the selected sample, 

the database as well as the methodology is described. Finally, few conclusions and 

recommendations are stated. 

 Measuring scientific performances of young researchers using alternative 

instruments. This chapter aims to analyse whether or not altmetrics are suitable for 

measuring scientific performance in Romania. Also, it aims to identify a strategy for 

promoting scientific research through social media.  

 Universities’ performance based on bibliometric indicators – an analysis from 

the perspective of young researchers’ potential in economic and social sciences. The 

aim of this chapter is to analyse bibliometric indicators’ relevance in assessing 

universities performances from the perspective of young researchers’ performances. 

Also, one of its objectives is to identify those bibliometric indicators that best predict 

the chances of a university to obtain scientific projects for this category of 

researchers. 

 


